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“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. 

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a 

major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its’ own right. 

Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the 

most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all Early Years providers must meet to ensure 

that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to 

ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide 

the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.” 

                                                                                                Statutory Framework Early Years Foundation Stage, 

2018 

 
 

A Warm Hello! 

We would like to welcome you and your child to Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic 

Primary School. Some of you will already be familiar with our school as your child may 

have spent some time already in our Nursery, or you may have had previous children who 

were in our school. If this is your first visit to us, we hope that it is a very happy experience, 

leaving you with the secure feeling that you can contact us at any time if you or your 

child, have any doubts or worries. Your child’s education and well-being is of paramount 

importance to us and we recognise that no-one knows your child better than you. We 

can learn a great deal from you that will enable us to provide a learning environment 

tailored to the interests and needs of your child. We look forward to a strong partnership 

between our staff and parents, where you are involved in your child’s learning and your 

views are highly valued. 

 

The purpose of this booklet is to illustrate our expectations of the children but also you as 

parents/carers: 

• Punctuality & Attendance 

• Behaviour 

• Achievement & Attainment 

• Curriculum 

• After Schools activities 

• Pupil Enjoyment & Engagement 

• Learning Environment and Security 

 

Helping our children emotionally and socially is every bit as important as helping with 

school work. Home and school have a direct impact upon each other. Parents can help 

to form the vital bridge between the two main areas of their children’s lives at home and 

school. At Our Lady of Walsingham, you are always welcome, because the more parents 

and teachers can talk to each other informally the more they can build a positive 

relationship and ensure your child is happy, secure and progressing to the best of their 

ability. In addition to Parent Evenings, our school attempts to involve parents in the life 

and work of the school in many ways. We like to involve parents in every aspect of your 

child’s learning. 

 

Who is Who? 

Mrs N Lindsay is responsible for overseeing the management of our Foundation Stage and 

is also our Reception Class Teacher. If you would like to speak to her about anything then 

please do not hesitate to pop down to Reception. If for any reason you cannot speak to 

her then please leave a message at the School Office and she will come back to you. 

 



 

Nursery Staffing Structure: 

• Miss Simpson Nursery Teacher (QTS) 

• Nursery Teaching Assistant (Level 3) 

 

Settling Down 

For most children Nursery can be quite daunting for the first few weeks. They are likely to 

be more tired than usual. School makes all sorts of demands on emotional and physical 

energies. Even if they settle in well, a few weeks into the term, your child may become 

clingy or weepy– this is often a reaction to being tired - keep the pressure low and provide 

opportunity for extra rest and your child will soon settle down again. 

 

There are four themes in the EYFS. 

A Unique Child: 

This theme is about how children develop: they are all different and their learning needs 

and styles are unique too. Positive relationships and good communication are vital so that 

we can plan for individual learning needs. Children need to learn about risks and safety, 

how to make good choices, and how to stick to boundaries. They do best when their all 

their physical and emotional needs are met. 

Positive Relationships: 

This theme is about children learning to manage their feelings and build friendships. 

We will; Respect all families and aim to develop a positive two-way relationship with 

parents and carers. Support, listen to and work with children to help them learn. 

Enabling Environments: 

This theme is about how we plan for, and monitor, each child’s progress. We will: Involve 

parents and the local community. Ensure that inside and outside spaces at the setting are 

safe, interesting and engaging. Support children when they move on, working as a team 

to help your child succeed. 

Learning and Development: 

This theme is about how children learn – through play and exploration, with adult support 

for each individual. We will: Encourage the children to develop their imaginations, to get 

actively involved in learning and to make decisions. Develop their creative and critical 

thinking, balancing the need for both children and adults to decide what learning should 

take place. 

 

Working together to make a difference 

At Our Lady of Walsingham, we like to feel that parents are always welcome, because 

the more parents and teachers can talk to each other informally the more they can build 

up trust and often resolve minor problems before they turn into major ones. 

In addition to Parent Evenings our school attempts to involve parents in the life and work 

of the school in many ways. We like to involve parents in their children’s learning: 

• Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education. 

• Helping our children emotionally and socially is every bit as important as helping with 

school work. 

• Home and school have a direct impact upon each other. 

• Parents can help to form the vital bridge between the two main areas of their children’s 

lives at home and school. 

 

Nursery Hours 

• Morning session 8.45am – 11.45am 

• Afternoon session 12.00 pm – 3.00 pm 



• All Day Sessions 8.45 pm – 3.00 pm (lunch can be purchased and this is payable on our 

school App) 

Attendance and Punctuality 

The children walk into the Foundation Stage via the door on the Foundation playground. 

We gradually encourage them to walk into school without you. This is an important first 

step to independence. There will often be times when you may need to speak to the 

teacher. Whilst we encourage regular parental involvement, please take into 

consideration that the teacher is very busy welcoming and preparing the children in the 

morning and therefore you may need to make an appointment with them after school. 

The Nursery operates on a password system. If anyone other than yourself is going to be 

collecting your child please contact the school office, and the person who is collecting 

your child needs to be aware of the password. For security, the gate will be locked so it is 

important for the children to arrive on time. If you do arrive late, please bring your child to 

the main entrance of the school. At home time, your child will be collected from the 

Foundation Stage doors. For your child’s safety we will not allow the children to leave until 

the Teacher has seen you. 

 

Records 

While your child is with us, we will record some of the things they do in their learning 

journey. We take photos and make notes to show how your child is developing using the 

iPad. These are gathered into a lovely portfolio which your child takes with them into Key 

stage one. You can always ask to see your child’s book and it will be available at parent’s 

evenings and at workshops. We are more than happy to explain anything to you. We 

actively encourage you to contribute towards your child’s learning journey. All data 

collected is in line with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations 

Supporting Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Primary at home: 

The best ways to support us at home are to: 

• Spend lots of time talking with your child; 

• Read plenty of books together; 

• Encourage your child to take part in lots of activities – digging in the garden, visiting 

interesting places, taking part in sports. 

• Play lots of games together – spending quality time with your child is the very best way 

to help him or her learn and develop. 

• Let us know if your child does something new or interesting. 

• Let us know if you have any problems or worries about your child, or if you need our 

help. 

You can also help us to create a holistic picture of your child by writing a comment in their 

Home/School Book or sharing pictures with us via Class social media. 

 

Homework/Home School Book 

Home School Books will be sent home on Friday and is expected to be returned by the 

following Tuesday. It is important that you read through the Learning Log as it will explain 

what your child has been learning in class that week. Activities will be provided to help 

you support and secure your child’s learning at home including books and other learning 

resources. 

 

Outdoor Provision 

The children will have access to the Early Years Learning Garden and other exciting 

outdoor provision such as our forest school area throughout their time in 

Foundation. Children will access this provision every day and will be using it in all 

weathers. Please ensure that your child has a suitable warm coat for school and one that 

doesn’t mind getting wet/muddy. 



 

 

Letters 

Letters will be uploaded to our ‘School App’ and onto our school website on a regular 

basis – paper copies can be requested. Please ensure you check your child’s bag for any 

letters/permission slips. 

 

Absence 

We understand that children are occasionally ill and are unable to attend 

Nursery/Reception. If this is the case then we expect parents to:- 

• Contact school before 9.30am. 

• On their return to school please provide a short note for our records. Sometimes school 

will require medical evidence. The school must be informed by letter or telephone call if a 

child is absent and the reasons given or in person by the parent/guardian/carer to the 

School Administration Office. The school will endeavour to contact parents whose 

children are not in attendance on the same day of absence. When problems with 

attendance or punctuality are identified the School’s Education Welfare Officer will 

become involved initially in a supportive way. This may include home visits. Awards are 

given to classes and individual children for good attendance. Parents must fill in an 

Absence Request Form for leave of absence. This may not be authorised. Holidays are not 

authorised absences in term time. Children are only in school for 190 days. We expect 

every child to achieve at least 96% attendance (National average). 

Medical Appointments 

• If possible please arrange for any medical appointments to be made outside of 

school time. 

• If appointments do have to be made in school time then  a copy of the appointment is 

taken to the school office for authorisation 

 

Medicines 

Any medicines, including inhalers, you must request a consent form from the school office, 

which then needs to be completed. These medicines will be stored in a locked cupboard. 

Please ensure that there is sufficient medicine in school for your child. 

 

Packed Lunches: 

You may prefer your child to bring a packed lunch. Sandwiches, fruit, yoghurt and a fruit 

drink would be ideal for a healthy mid-day meal. Please encourage your child to learn 

how to open – lunch boxes, packets, straws, cellophane, etc. The midday assistants will be 

there to support your child through lunch times. Please label your child’s lunchbox 

carefully because children get very upset if they are unsure which one is theirs. In the 

interest of Health and Safety: No hot food, glass or fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate! 

 

 

Fruit 

Fruit is free for all children and it will be offered daily. The children will have access to a 

range of different fruits e.g. apples, satsuma’s, bananas, tomatoes and strawberries 

(when in season). We encourage them to sample as many different ones as possible. 

Milk 

During the afternoon the children are offered fee milk or if they attend the morning 

nursery session this will be in the morning. 

Water 



Research has shown that children can learn more effectively when they drink plenty of 

fresh water. As a healthy school, we encourage the children to drink water regularly 

which is available in every class. No drinks bottles needed 

 

School Uniform 

ALL CLOTHING MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME 

We ask parents for full support for the correct school wear. The child in uniform identifies 

with their school and friends. Their attitude and neat dress is reflected in good school 

work. See our school uniform policy. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

 

Parent Access to School 

Parents are not permitted to walk through school with their child to class;  

No dogs are allowed in the School Playground.  

 

Smoking 

Our school is a no smoking area. Smoking is not permitted in school or around the areas of 

the school.  

Car Park 

 

The staff car park should only be used by staff and any disabled visitors. Please do not 

park directly outside the school where the yellow lines are visible. Please consider our 

local residents when parking around the school. If possible park away from school and 

walk to school. 

 

Safety of children 

 

Children must be collected from school at 3:00pm by a responsible adult. Children under 

the age of 16 should not be collecting siblings from school. If someone else is collecting 

your child from school other than you, please inform the school as early as possible. If you 

change your telephone number or mobile number throughout the year it is important that 

you let us know about it. There have been times when we have tried to contact parents 

and we have been unable to. This also applies to change of addresses  

Parent Code of Conduct 

Please see parent code of conduct  

 

Complaints Procedure 

Please see appropriate document 

 

 

For further information about the school please read the full school prospectus available 

from the office. 

 

 


